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;3:lb;;:, 3-1i; for tai1.1:lrce t(J ideT,Ltty !i!Jnd Qbta.hi appr;;;v!iil in :t-1te ,AIkI~lic;at:.i{Jl'i 
h)r rlet-mit t() Drill ,APf) f{}r t.f~ f\111 ~~XtEt..lt. {)f i~hff- }l{.1C'].7.Qnt~1 lrole 
;;1;,l"bI." U"""° t."n., t.~ ~.." "...'! I 1 ". ...1"" ""..~~,~,..."... .."'U .,.-,. ;t...~ 

. r ..; ""~..."'~. Q .,"' '&...1. L=,;!. ,;),,-e.,cJ t,..~J~ , 
borizontal PQI.~Li{;m 1Jt too" wt;;,ij, ~£ beir:~ (j,.ill..:;d at .., LiOo nzi,)1!Uth 
r.:lthe:t' t.hat1 a '(~t.. azi.nu,th and ~r..diali t;ijil~d t;;j OJ}t,alTi !;I.ppf:tl¥':at f;()r 
t.h!:' l10Q uirt,uth. 'the D(J\J al{,,1) (:.fmtertds th8t Uiti) 11(lv azillJ\Jth i$ ~ 
$~pata'. t,{~ anQ ',,~S,-1r£tt .1.t)Ote tt:on\ - t "" ,."t)~",.tl.,." ..c.~ "."'-' ~r~L"J.f ~ .. c ,4:; .' ." w~ 1 '1. '," ,..t= ..;:;, a:l;~ j1. '..., ~ " ...~... 
t:h;it a t::harlge (jf fflart wa$ t1;ji ~ m.tt)i'I,i tt;;~d wit.tti~. Jlt;j bours , '!:M INC also 
nDtif ieli fi&('iijian (Jt "iit:l a6$i'fi'$mfiBrlt of $:"00 pet' d8~" tiDieS 2 d~ys \ t;hE 
t'J.'~.'.'.'~'/. t -".,.y"'", ~~.8 ..,..,"..,,' t.""~". "'""" 'i;'!,"".UIJ,'~"..v u.. ""..~ n",." t ..,u. ...,~,...,. l ..'ry t} 'f' "V' j . 

Alll.1{:;bed
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vat'iQU$ arg\~h!:-$ wh~.:t~ Ki~t:idi~n t~l\':lz sh{)uj.d fJXI")fl~i;t.ale i\e1'i.i;lar! ft.'{»1! tb<1. 
j'~..~.I- ..~"'...",.., II:=Jt t" ""V" c." .~. .-'1"("' ...r..."" t :.."~".~"'.~ t"."r",., "..,r,.c.. '..r .c~t"" 1-iic" 
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~j,1jl.tng pI8f1. 
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2. 	 ftet"ii21.an' £ dr-il1inf, Q~latj,{~n;;" 8t'e t..1ntttfl~alj;y revised a~ wfi'll 
,c'..."'."" I: " "U t..e\f,t..I t 4iCI .ITh! L..e ,..]" 11',,lr!,t') p,-au W,aS(.On...l-L;1.{J~... ,.,lC,u~e" ~U,~ ,JI:"L~"""OCl t r ." ' ] , ." 

ba6et1 .JP(ili fieW inj;ul'ii.~tion ot~tain~d dUTi1tg tfte dr:i.llirig 1:Jp~rat,Lons. afid 

cou.1d not ha\lf" beel. t()1:~$t!:"rt .,c },n(;cot:'poraL~l l'(lt(i tb~ APD. 

=,, .J:ttt:'.violsti~)n w(:\g d.J~ tl:' rAri ho{};est "viilt:c$i~ht:. urlrl DriOULd iti. 'fl0 wi;ly be 
c.(insidererl a J;uq}osf"tul r:,f' { Laf:.l-ant viu.lstion. In Meridi&n. s d""ferif~e } 
the Not.th Dakota l'f.(jt.ist:rial (;(rUlm3.88jQIl \ND1C:) wa$ uut.:i.t J.ed (;t t:kte 
I#I..()poged (;irilling pLarl OF\ &t'ch 2j. .1 ';j9Q . 

4. In additiorl. Mecidiall c()ttdlJcted drillins operatiDnS in a l1\anrle~. 
C.~'nsLst.a-flt WiiJi st"At~e reg.i.tlat:l'!}n!i"i ret.;iiz"dint st:~{;j:U& r~quir8tnent;.s, alld 
corldli(:.ted we1Ib(.Jre sf)rvey£1 t.hr!)Ughout dclllinl:. t-.t the "ilOo azitllUttl.. 

~).~erid1.an1 to ptis1.t.io-n 0;,.. t-.r~ IlfJO azmtLb as b't]';int a $ep'<!rat~ and 
dJ.st.inc.t welloor~ tt'oJt\ the 45(. ..ZifliUth i$ that it icg subjeel to 
J.nt.er-pretatj,on . 

Met"idian t:;ootends that 'Ltte NDJG wa~, no'l:,ii:ied ot tbe pt:.L'tpU5~j dt.illit1i. 
plan atid tM {Jpel'nl;t'>n ~a8 t=Ot~du(::Led );n a 1Itanner co.nsistE:\nt wit:h stste 
t'egulations. We nwst. point Qut that $iTJc.e t.he we:tl W~$ dt'iUed O~l a 
federal lease. Det:.id:Latt lRUSt 'I;:;J;Jn~.lJiwith th'ti; tedet"'81 f'f~gulat;l(Jns. A1ty 
deviiiit.ior! i)f dr1lli1'~ op~t.ai,iorl$ trlJrG t.he aFp1:.(1ved drilling pe:rl:\!it !mJst 
t\e QPtn'~)\f~d 'b)' tt~ ..ttt!OJ:.i~e~} off 1C8l"' (;ft tlte 81~. We hage no doubt tnat. 
~t.loi8fi wa.s in v .l(;latj-on .f!\.~evt!,\r: " Wii'-tlOOa t() t;'et.f:,r'mi¥tfi it tt!e. ItlC anlj 

t;he $1,000 aBS~S9me-nt. j~iposed C~i Met"idll:!£11 bJ trte DI1(i ~.#s re;tJjsl)~abJ.e and 
prQper. 

'1'be Af'n tor ttte afl)t'B:nteni:iotled ~"",~ll wa~ appl:.ovOO QD Jar"1Qr:y 2.9. L990. Qfirl 
tbe weU Wiig spud4i~d Ol\ Merth 4 ..l9yO. $ridial~ st.9;r:t.ti;d dt.ilj,it~ t.l~ 
1100 Qzi1tll.t:.}1 Dn Har;t;h :C;fJ) 1~i90, '6t;bl!)1 app!:\;.vaj. tor "r:'j~llin~ thi3 
11IJG azifIB;!th ~1iS gt.arl;ted or! 8~1'(:h lZ. 199{), .'.fi;d writ"t(",n ~Pt.t'OVlill was 
gran\;"ed (}II Aprij 4. .i 99C', 

nte regl1lati()u cltceq by U\e D1,~k:ltlsOrt uistt.£et Offj.~e f{)t:. 1;tJ,fj!INC Waij 
43 t~FR :Jlb2,3-1{t.) whieh stateg. "ThE', QVe.t'at.or' sba~.t "Jubm:lt tf:; t.he 
.'.:utborize(J Dff ic+)t:.. .for approval. ati AWlic13tio!t fQr Pet"mit t.(I {)t.ill fcr 
iiilt{'.h !)I'~ll. No ~jrillLng e)per.atiofiS, tr,()r- sur.t'iJ(.e dit~u,rb~fic,~ prei i~n...ry 
LMx.etG, 11Ia'i w f;cf:JmI{li"rle.edpr::.:1.or t..o tt}£\ at\t;hot:'ized ot f :1c,er. s iAppl'()v1iil ot 
ttw pet-mit;. ., Ho¥.~vei.. tf.l:i\t"icti~n ctid ha1/~ im c&ppt'q,t~d APi}, thot"ef{)!'f;, i.:be 

vl(\j.atiQfl quo1;,OO is nol {:'f)r'1~ec.j;;.'I'he appr.Qpriate re~ula1~1(}t"l in t,hi~ cfAse 
ig J.j:1(:In 31(.2.3-1{eJ wld.cl1 St.att!:f.. irt part. "A drill:Ln£ plar. l!lay b~ 
nwditit\(i from tinle to t,:t:tne ii$?; i~it.cu1U$talli::es lnay 1ffat"t.ant. tij"t.h tlie 
" ","-vQ .l~~". l	 c.. t 't..~ '~..""' 0"...~""" ,''-'tt ;..~£'... " ." ...oc ~..."".. ~, 
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ir{l:il:, li:;; (=I..R ;jlb:;"I(t;)(2) i!(l.:i.,:::h $tat""ti. ". ."tQl' dt'iili.r~, i;\.jthoot QPpro\fal 
t)t' tl)r Cj;i1,t;t!tn~ C;tirta(C,;E\dJ.£;tU('t)ilfi';(! <~n ff-)d$raj {)l' Xnd:1atl sur£ac~ 

preiinj,irlQry lo dt':l.l1j,(\t. wit:botit ap'1}.'QV~I, ;:){jO p.'..r Gay to£" eacti aQy U\at. 
tJJe ¥:1.lilatiou eJ<isted. 1.nclud~u'1.l';; d:(Ays tl~ \(iol..tioti e.xi$tf:.d pf..iDr t;.0 
41ig(:oV~(.y. fiot t£, txeeed *f.,.('Otl, "' 11.e violatiQt! Wili$ dis,;.(.vet'ed b}' Utf~ 
DlIu 1.nspect.or 1:i1i ~c{.,h t:i1., :l9~;U It the d7.iilii\g .a~ eQ.tdul:tad !,I'it.t.~jl 
~n appr.{.v!i1;d pe-culi t. , tfte $1, ()O!) !;ISS~~:nniE;nt ~:ltJ 't~. apitr:opt'iat~ .Rawt'l.ver . 
ttre !)periitt~)r di,J. :i:o fu{.'t. h;;1'ile. a:t:; ~pprovOO M'D aniJ the dl:.l..iling uf tl.t! 
11(Jo az:J"mut.t. w~s Ij I'.!i)tjiticat;.:i,(;t! 1;.0 U~ dt"'iJ1Acll;g plafi W1\icll w.as 

$Ub~t:f.q\.~nUy appt.o\ted ;;.y LIl(f, tmo, Ttl.er~t .:>r~, t;.he (.11.e(".,.tor S}l<»).Jr] rt{)t 00
1k"..'tt v " a 1 "~ 1'=", "."..c,-" :;0' """,y," ~",i "''i ~~.",.,."'",.u,=..., 

~". " ?'" ,\{
",...*...e""3,,,... 

IsJ Thomas P. l..onnie 

ThOOIQS P. LW1ni$ 
Depuj;.y St~te. Dit'eetor 
1)ivi~iori of tiir1i?r:~.t R'i'sQU~""fI 

922:LBagley:jk:5/2/90:x84l1:64l0d 

cc: 

DM, Dickinson 

bc: 

AK SO 

AR SO 

GA SO 

GO SO 

ESO 

ID SO 
NV SO 

NM SO 
OR SO 

UT SO 

WY SO 
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